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Desi Aguilar Castillo

“ Educators Rising has helped me grow mentally, it
helped me have confidence in my decision to
become a teacher...| have participated in

competitions, | have written two books for children.

Also, | have visited schools to learn how a class is

run.

“Children learn from the people around them; and |
want to be an example. | want to give them the
confidence that they have given me, | want to
support them to follow their dreams and never give

up.

What feels like the end is often the
beginning.

Attending Bellarmine University, majoring in
education. Will use the award to buy a
computer and textbooks.

Class of 2025 winner



Belinda Bautista Hernan

“I went to a meeting of lawyers in the courtroom
and they talked about their experiences, | learned
how they have studied for many years to get to do
what they do, | also learned that it is very
important to protect people’s rights.”

“The person who inspires me here at the
Waggener High School is Beth Snowden. She
impacts me with her personality and the work she
does. She is a wonderful woman. Her energy and
her positive attitude when facing difficult

Be who you are and say what you
feel.

situations, such as when explaining violence cases
to us, is contagious.”

Studying to be an attorney. Will use the
award for tuition and supplies.

Class of 2025 winner



Jorge Cardenas Rodriquez

“My dream career is to become a lawyer.| love
studying and learning about laws and rights..”

“Two people from Waggener High School who will
always hold a special place in my heart are Mrs.
Faulkner and Mrs. Colston. Their guidance was
crucial in helping me navigate important
milestones, like applying for college and completing
my FAFSA. They were always there to encourage me,
push me to improve, and believe in my potential,
even when | doubted myself”

Attending Bellarmine University, studying law.
Will use the award to pay school fees.

Class of 2025 winner



Sebastian Myers

“Ms. Taylor gave me a personal space in the Art Studio
where | could really excel. | worked on various projects
that have made me grow as an artist.”

“| found myself spending a lot of time looking into
Ecology and Wildlife Conservation and making projects
inspired by it. | think it is really amazing how
interconnected Art and Science is. This is the first time
| thought that I should find a way to do both.”

Born in a century of lost
memorics.

Attending either Murray State University or
Northern Kentucky University, studying biology and
art. Will use the award for school expenses.

Class of 2025 winner



Damaris Olabisi

“Though it took me a while, being in class with
teachers who patiently listened to me and tried to
understand me without being judgmental gave me
boldness and it encouraged me to use my voice
more without worrying about people judging my
accent as too African or whatever they thought it to
be.”

“In addition to HOSA, volunteering with the Red
Cross and participating in blood drives further
strengthened my resolve to pursue a career in
nursing. These experiences taught me the
importance of speaking up, even when it’s
uncomfortable”

The dog days are over, got my blessing
in the chaos.

Majoring in nursing. Will use the award to buy a
computer and pay for school expenses.

Class of 2025 winner



Lia Rodriguez Espinosa

“Thank you, Ms. Faulkner, for being an unwavering
support not only for me but for all your students
because we all love you. | feel happy that someone so
special came into my life and accompanied me on this
journey.”

“| am passionate about the idea of offering healthy and
sustainable alternatives for personal care. | want to
build a recognized brand that inspires confidence and
promotes respect for nature.”

Everything that happens is part of the
process.

Attending Bellarmine University, studying business.
Will use award for various school expenses.

Class of 2025 winner



Nicholas Stephens

“Currently | work at Norton Woman And Childrens in
the radiology department as a shadow. | get to learn
about CT, MRI, XRAY, and even more within this job.
| get to interact with patients and doctors to learn
more about the medical field and to develop my
social skills.”

“Waggener has allowed me to further my education
in a way that was previously thought to have been
impossible for me. | have taken many health classes,
found a job in healthcare, Stephens 3 become an
official HOSA member, create contacts in the
medical field, and figure out what | want to do. .”

Don't wait for the right opportunity:
create it.

Attending University of Louisville, majoring in
biology and anesthesiology. Will use the award
to cover school expenses.

Class of 2025 winner
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